
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 84-41

WASTE DISmARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

BLUE MOUNTAIN CENTER OF MEDITATION, INC, TOMALES, MARIN COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region
(hereinafter called the Board), finds that:

1. Blue Mountain Center of Meditation (hereinafter discharger) owns and
operates a domestic wastewater collection, treatment, and disposal pond
system east of Tomales, Marin County.

2. The discharger presently collects, treats, and stores for evaporation
2100 gallons of wastewater per day (gpd) from 45 residents living in
single and multi-unit dwellings; and from the chapel, school, dining
hall, and other buildings. The treatment system has capacitu for 60
residents. It has a design capacity of 4000 gpd ,

3. The collected «astewater is received in a septic/holding tank having
three chambers in series. Total volume is 5100 gallons. The tank has a
3325 gallon primary chamber, 1275 gallon secondary, and 700 gallon sump
which contains the lift pump. The sump is pumped three times daily to
two disposal ponds in series, several hundred feet away from the
community. The ponds were not constructed with sealed bottoms.
Percolation may be still occurring in that the ponds may not have had
time to self-seal. The standby leachfield is do«ngrade from the sump.
This provides emergency disposal during a power outage.

4. The system was professionally designed and installed in 1972. It is in
good condition, well maintained, and properly operated. The system
appears capable of handling proposed dry weather loading expansion up to
the design limit.

5. During the past three years, infiltration/inflow has caused the second
pond to overflow during the wet weather seasons. The peak wet weather
flows were above the 4000 gpd design limit. The overflow spreads
overland across a broad, shallow-sloping hayfield toward Keys Creek,
one-third mile away. The prolific vegetative reaction to nutrients ends
about 100 feet downgrade from the pond. There is no apparent impact on
the creek. The Discharger plans to locate the source of the Lnf Low
problem and to the time schedule established in this Order.

6. The Board adopted a revised water Quality Control Plan (Basin Plan) for
the San Francisco Bay Region on July 21, 1982. The Basin Plan contains
water quality objectives for inland streams.




















